We investigated habitat structure and habitat use by wintering ducks at three dam lakes in Tochigi prefecture, Japan. Ducks used the dam lakes only during the daytime and mostly spent their time resting and sleeping. They preferred dam lakes where hunting was prohibited. They also preferred to stay at open shore where they could spot approaching predators easily, and also shores facing south where wind was not too severe. They showed some feeding behavior at shores with rich vegetation. It was suggested that creating places with diverse vegetation in or near the dam lakes would improve their quality as habitat for ducks and other animals as well.
